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a large body of painted warriors emerged from the wood,
and quietly marched oft' in single file across the wide
prairie towards their camp. The treacherous chief, with
his guard, were taken by Cadotte to his post, and kept as
hostages, till he could collect and warn his scattered trap-
pers and Pillager hunters, against feeling too secure, in the
idea that a firm peace had been effected with the Dakotas.
When this had been effected, the post more fully manned,
and every man been put on his guard, the chieftain with
his men were allowed to go home, once more loaded with
tobacco and presents, in hopes that his people would appre-
ciate the kindness and forbearance of their white neighbors.

Mons. Cadotte’s party remained at this post all winter,
and they received no more molestation from the Dakotas,
who did not thereafter even make their appearance in the
vicinity of their hunting range. In the spring, after the
snow had disappeared, and the ice melted on the lakes and
rivers, these adventurers evacuated their winter quarters,
and proceeding up Leaf River in their canoes, they made
a portage into Otter Tail Lake, and descended from thence
down the Red River.

The variance in the different accounts which have been
given to me of this expedition, lies mostly in different
spots being mentioned where the party are said to have
wintered, and different routes having been taken to reach
these spots. T am disposed toaccount for these disagree-
ments, in the accounts of persons whose memory and ve-
racity cannot well be questioned, by assuming the ground
that the party, consisting of several different traders, each
with his own equipment of supplies and men, must have
separated at Sandy Lake, and while one party proceeded
(as has been mentioned) up the Mississippi to Red Lake,
and wintering at Prairie Portage, and at Pembina, the
other party under Cadotte in person, took their course



